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sC@Mwut when he was drafted -
Jusﬁafter “the Japanese “attack on
'Harbor. He, and Chernault met
lhe troop train headed for induc-
‘but were separated . for the'

p ‘on
" tior
durglon of the war.

ack in Roanoke in 1946, the
became reacquamte.d as

“Uncle Looney,; -
bearded, overalls-clad bumpkm that’r

employees of what then was WSLS{;;’
‘radio, now WSLC-AM, one of two
‘stations in town. There, they began-
; f"workmg with several others, includ-
ing Burton, Jim Dickey and Mel
Linkous, who later would be instru-
mental in the creation of WSLS-TV.

Hughes “appeared on-air in
numerous roles before and after

people remembered.

“Even though the character"k
hasn t been seen on the a1r for three

L

but it was the

; decades hns fans remembered h1m

- Chernault recalled aceompany- . '
amg Hughes to a dance marking the He is WrV!Ved "by
reopening of the Hotel Roanoke. “Aiﬂf'Myrtk?"@é’ son, T
_woman in her late 30s or early 40s ,

~ came yp to me, noticing I had hin
with me, and wanted to kn
- ~would “introduce her*~to-L
vLooney, Chemault said. .
~ Hughes robabl even
up to toda; the most popular:‘
~ local. TV perso\, ahty ever Cher
‘.‘nault said. L :
Hughes remamed w;th WSLSL‘,




